
Tuesday   May  19, 2026      Special Board meeting  11:00 AM   Township hall 

Call to order  11:06 AM 

Pledge of allegiance 

Roll call   Bertrand  X   Pearn  X    Hopps  X    Detmer and Monet excused 

                 Special Guest  Michael Bila  our legal Representative 

Amendment to agenda    Board Comments moved down after explanation of meeting by 

supervisor Bertrand    Motion Bertrand / Hopps     discussion   3 Ayes 

Agenda   Purpose is to explain the differences between police power , Zoning, and Blended 

police power/zoning STR ordinances   Mr. Bila will take any and all questions on subject after 

clarifying he is here to provide advice. What the law is and what we can do legally , NOT what 

position the board should take.  

Mr. Bila    STR is a hot topic  I will explain options, lots of legal points.  Less than a 30 day 

dwelling rental is an STR.   

More than 30 days Commercial use    state definition is a lease    In zoning  Special land usage   

Must go before the Board, the planning commission  and advertisement in local paper. The 

benefit is a familiarity with areas in question….the drawback is Lawful nonconforming buildings 

are grandfathered in…the question remains  was STR ever lawful ?  Adoption and STR ordinance 

are all exceptions.  Pending legislation  in the state.  

Police power  and Zoning   very common   Minimum required , Police power (licensing) all twp’s 

can adopt some form and refer to districts in zoning, you will always need some form of 

blending! Minimum zoning to allow STR’s 

Change in zoning has to go to Planning Commission     requirements set by Board    How many 

allowable   Adequate parking, septic inspection   Police power noise/traffic    Much less 

protective  police power yearly licensing   less legal rights     entirely within the board   Notices 

not necessary, the board is in control.  Budget  For Ordinance Officer   costly  for Application,  

administrative and enforcement   Fees are permitted  for violations  Parking/Noise.  Can be a bit 

costly.  Application  enforcement  review the regulations 

A very intensive spiel by Mr. Bila  covered a ton of areas   well received by the board and a good 

number of the audience. 

Board Comments 

From Supervisor Bertrand 



!. Adopt original and make amendments  (although a minor change is ok)   Yes but must have 

another public hearing with recommendation from Planning Commission and publish public 

hearing date in local paper…then vote   PC  or Board.   Pauls’ version is presented to Mr Bila  his 

answer minimum to allow STR’s..he further explained     

2. STR Original   with 2 or 3  changes (depends on scope of change)  Must be changed Amended 

55  in zoning    depth of change must be looked at. 

3 Still cannot except PC  version , too many changes   needs a public meeting 

May do a blended short term rental  Borad has total control over what to enfoce or not. Total 

discretion. 

Pearn    no changes allowed , Public hearing necessary   PC needed 

Hopps  Unlawful   not allowed   Repealed by board   Application    up to 80    may only allow  25    

legal   no cap   anyone can apply   distance   Police power allows us to set limit, Open to lawsuits    

Lawful but issues develop when denying , lawsuits eminent.     How to pick winners and losers if 

a lottery    complications when amount capped , changed in R-1    Not allowed in strait zoning   

lakefront represents big bucks    in court  enforcement necessary   May get sued.  Legal fees 

court time. 

Mant times veering off subject    

Question of family occupancy 2-3 weeks  no permit for str if free. 

 

If charging a fee,  it becomes commercial  and enforcement becomes challenging 

Ordinance Officer   enforcement to act on or not, total discretion of board if there is a question. 

 

Public Questions/comments   Patty Davis   how much budget full time str enforcement officer   

fees?  For STR permit       Bila  we have 60-85 now     

Planning commission 90%   10% controversial     Brings up Gerrish again   Licensing fees only for 

cost of enforcement  administration     covering cost only 

Cyndi Popp  says   uncontrollable in STR    (reference to shootings in Birmingham)   sex offender 

on str??  Only statements   concerns   no questions at all. 

Jason Trautz   Had no questions only made comments   was told this was a question period   no 

opinions or comments  at this time    J.  Trautz left 



Dan Richardson    STR legally allowed    Municipal civil infraction not complying with Zoning    

O.O.   STR man tickets   maximum fine 500 dollars daily     Fees maybe up to 1,000 dollars or so   

Contempt , Jail, or big fines possible…Compliance order to answer question.  Simple citation 

issued   Can write a daily citation. 

John Barta is it possible to amend zoning  then use police power to curtail or limit numbers   

then go to court   How to deal with violators   spend big bucks  or not enforce   

Paul  Gerrish has 200   to our 80  also have a sunset clause  

Bruce Adziian  on the violators  do we fine owner or operator ?   not the renters , you can mail 

the citation…if not answered you win the case. 

Mary Jane Dolan   Legislation of Municipal court , Not approved in R-1  Must Align with State 

law and regulations   State law prevails.  STR is a business    stays as a residential   unless    tax 

assessor may change value   not board .     Allowed in R-1  (STR)   Legality of PC  

recommendations  or board . 

Phil Robinson   concerns/opinions   Not allowed   questions  Can we create a group to share in 

liability  Over 30 days   lease  not STR   residential use    Not same rollover or people 

Reminder   Questions only!! 

J.Barta  left   the Building,  

Possible outsource enforcement  must be familiar with township  may be a viable idea!  

Opinions given…Off subject   almost 8 minutes done writing on Robinson 

Sam BoodoinJr.  No questions   has to be done!  Special land use PC and public hearing on 

zoning  they grant many permits  then onto a public meeting    Paul intercedes , next question is 

the local agent can be the same as now     

Owner does not need to be there  police power does not require a badge.   Paul explains  again 

About sheriffs involvement. 

Burning, noise      Police agreement 

Mant thanks to Mr. Bila  

  

Adjourn    1:23 PM     motion  Hopps/Pearn   3 Ayes    

 



Submitted by 

 

 

Gregory Pearn    clerk , Lyon Township 

Subject to board approval                       


