
LYON TOWNSHIP
ROSCOMMON COUNTY, MICHIGAN

PRIVATE WASTEWATER SYSTEMS ORDINANCE
Ordinance No. 64

Amended February 21, 2024 in Section 8, subsection B – 2
Lyon Township – Official Website of Lyon Township of Roscommon County to keep residents up to date (lyontwp-

higginsmi.gov)

May 4th, 2024

https://lyontwp-higginsmi.gov/
https://lyontwp-higginsmi.gov/


Security\Safety Protocol



Agenda

• Security\Safety Protocol

• Introduction
• Larry Maduri – Lyon Township Supervisor

• When did it start

• Who is affected by the Ordinance?

• What problem we are solving

• How we designed the ordinance

• What is a TOT\POS Inspection?

• What is District A and why this boundary

• Certified septic inspectors

• CMDHD’s role

• What is ArcGIS

• Review of the process

• Enforcement Authority/Infractions 

• Resources that May be willing to assist



The Ordinance

• Passed December 20th 2023

• Amended February 21st 2024

• Went into effect April 1st 2024

• 64.-Private-Waste-Water-
Systems-Ordinance.1.pdf 
(lyontwp-higginsmi.gov)

https://lyontwp-higginsmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/64.-Private-Waste-Water-Systems-Ordinance.1.pdf
https://lyontwp-higginsmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/64.-Private-Waste-Water-Systems-Ordinance.1.pdf
https://lyontwp-higginsmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/64.-Private-Waste-Water-Systems-Ordinance.1.pdf


Who is affected 
by this 
Ordinance?

• All residents of Lyon Township



What problem 
we are solving?

• To protect public health and to prevent or minimize the 
degradation of groundwater and surface water quality by 
malfunctioning sewage treatment systems and to assure 
safe water supplies by the evaluation of the sewage 
treatment systems and private water supply systems 

• No proper\consistent maintenance schedule

• Septic tanks that are failing

• 50 gal. drum

• Crumbling tanks

• Modified tanks to get below the water table

• Homes without septic systems

• The CMDHD does not have record for 40% + of the septic 
systems in our community



How we designed the ordinance

• We spoke to the Townships Attorney
• Is the Ordinance Legal

• Can we enforce the Ordinance

• We spoke to local waste haulers

• We spoke to Septic Tank Inspectors

• We spoke to the CMDHD (Central Michigan District Health Department

• It had to be effective, reasonable and enforceable

• Pump-outs every 5 years - Inspection every 10 years

• This IS NOT a TOT (Time of Transfer) or POS (Point of Sale) ordinance



What is a TOT (Time of Transfer) or POS 
(Point of Sale) Inspection

TOT (Time of Transfer)
The time at which a transfer of any real property 

interest is legally effective as between the 
parties.

POS (Point of Sale)
A point of sale inspection is a thorough 

examination of a septic system, including its 
history and layout. It also includes a series of on-

site tests to ensure the system is functioning 
properly.

So why didn’t Lyon Township adopt this????



TOT (Time of Transfer) or POS (Point of Sale) Inspection
So why didn’t Lyon Township adopt this????

• In each case, houses would only have to follow the ordinance when property was sold or 
transferred

• Generational transfer of property or reliant on all homes selling
• This will take decades and may never happen

• It does not solve the problem
• Protects public health and to prevent or minimize the degradation of groundwater and surface water 

quality

• Provides a consistent and proper maintenance schedule

• Resolves failing septic systems

• Provides the CMDHD with accurate records for all Lyon Township septic systems



Does it solve our problem?

• What problem we are solving?

• No proper maintenance schedule

• Septic tanks that are failing

• The CMDHD does not have 
record for 40% + of the septic 
systems in our community



What is District A and 
why this boundary

• District A is the same boundary line as the SAD

• What determined this area?

• District A was determined by analyzing 
depth to groundwater, soil types, parcel 
density, parcel size, and proximity to Higgins 
Lake. 



Certified Septic 
Inspectors

• Lyon Township partnered with 
the CMDHD to leverage the 
ARCGIS

• One common process throughout 
the township

• One common reporting process



Certified Septic 
Inspector Cost

• Typical Inspection cost $350 - $450

• $165 go to the CMDHD to evaluate each report

• $20 permit fee – The inspector must pull before 
performing inspection

• All inspectors should have General Liability 
Insurance

• If required, the inspector will coordinate with the 
waste hauler

• List of Inspectors

• Michigan Septage Haulers Directory (EGLE)

https://www.cmdhd.org/_files/ugd/5d8ecc_2b0057d5d5964f26b51e9a8a328f6954.pdf
https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiNGRjNGZiMTItZWJjZi00ZjQ4LWIyOTUtNzA2NWUyZTZjN2U5IiwidCI6ImQ1ZmI3MDg3LTM3NzctNDJhZC05NjZhLTg5MmVmNDcyMjVkMSJ9


What is the CMDHD’s role
Central Michigan District Health Department

• Site verification visits

•  Certified inspector files

•  Quality Assurance Letter: 

– Occurs after repeated follow up is needed due to 
negligence or major issue on report that affects 

pass/fail determination

– Requires an in-office meeting with consultation charge

– Development of corrective action plan

– Probation

•  Suspension, Termination



What is ArcGIS?

• Geographic Information System

• Purpose – Allows Lyon Township residents the ability to 
see when their tank was inspected and last pumped out 
as well as any dwelling in Lyon Township

• Self service – Does not require a FOIA request

• Should have the site available to residents by Q4 2024



Review of the process

• Overview

• Registration

• Inspection\pump out

• Variance

• Enforcement Authority/Infractions



Overview – What 
category are you in?

• Location

• In District A

• Out of District A

• Age of your system

• 20+ year old systems

• 10 - 20-year-old systems

• Less than 10-year-old systems



Registration – Step 1

• Registration tells us:

• Who you are

• The age of your septic system

• Last pump out date

• Contact the CMDHD to access the Lyon TWP Septic 
Ordinance Record Request

• If you had your tank pumped out in the last 3 years 
you do not need to have it pumped again



Inspection\Pump out 
Step 2

• Once we have received your registration you can schedule the 
Septic Inspector.

• A CMDHD certified inspector is the only inspector that we 
will accept. List of Certified Inspectors

• Why only CMDHD Certified?

• All inspectors will provide the same consistent data

• All inspectors know the Lyon Township Ordinance\process

• Inspectors to have General Liability Insurance

• Inspectors responsible for submitting reports to GIS

• Inspectors do not indicate Pass\Fail

https://www.cmdhd.org/_files/ugd/6f9944_d7c39e6711dd4c4f8e7ef46579651b57.pdf


Inspection – Step 2
What are inspectors looking for?

• Home vacant and system not in use at time of evaluation 

• Water softener, footings, or sump to system (must be removed from system but transfer 
authorized) 

• Signs of corrosion on outlet baffle

• Tank and/or field capacity 50-99% of current Sanitary Code

• Septic tank damaged, structurally unsound, and/or not watertight

• Unsafe septic tank lid or riser lid

• No absorption system found

• System contains fully blackened stone and/or is saturated with blackened stone

• Tank or absorption area < 50 percent of current Sanitary Code requirements

• Sewage Treatment System less than 50’ to wells or surface water sources without approved 
deviation or variance. (100' to surface water in Lyon)

• Sewage system backs up into structure



Sample Report



Pump out – Step 2

• Typical Pump out cost $250 - $300

• We invited all Licensed Septage Haulers form surrounding 
counties to understand our ordinance

• A pump out can only be performed by a licensed Septage Hauler. 
Licensed Septage Waste Haulers

• A pump out is required at the time of an inspection if the system 
has NOT been pumped out in over 3 years

• If you had your system pumped out within 3 years, a receipt is 
required at the time of registration

• Your inspector will record the pump out date and provide this at 
the time they load the data

• The Septage Hauler will provide you with a receipt

https://app.powerbigov.us/view?r=eyJrIjoiNGRjNGZiMTItZWJjZi00ZjQ4LWIyOTUtNzA2NWUyZTZjN2U5IiwidCI6ImQ1ZmI3MDg3LTM3NzctNDJhZC05NjZhLTg5MmVmNDcyMjVkMSJ9


Pass\Fail

• You turned in your registration

• You hired an inspector\Septage Waste Hauler

• Your information was loaded to the CMDHD FETCH

• Now What???????

• The CMDHD makes the Pass\Fail

• Pass – Nothing more is required. 

• Fail - CMDHD to work with residents\contractor to 
pull a permit and build a project to install\replace a 
new tank, a new field or both.

• A fail can also mean repairs to the tank or drain 
field if acceptable. Replace is not the only option.



Variance
• It is the intent of this Ordinance to provide minimum standards to be 

used in the design and construction of all septic disposal systems and 
performance-based disposal systems 

• The Township Board may grant individual variances upon written 
request when the Township Board has adequately determined that all 
of the following conditions exist

1. That no substantial health problems or nuisance is likely to occur 
from the issuance of a variance from the terms of this Ordinance

2. That strict compliance with the Ordinance’s requirements shall 
result in unnecessary or unreasonable hardship

3. That the proposed variance would provide essentially equivalent 
protection of the public interest

4. That no state statute or other applicable laws would be violated by 
such a variance



Enforcement Authority/Infractions
I do not wish to comply with the ordinance – Now what?

Non-Compliance is a Civil Infraction and fines for Non-Compliance unless 
otherwise specifically provided for, a particular municipal civil infraction 
violation by this Code or any other ordinance.

• First violation shall be not less than $100.00, plus costs and other 
sanctions.

• Second violation within a 3-year period* shall be not less than 
$175.00.

• Third violation within a 3-year period* shall be not less than $250.00.

• Any violation after a third violation within a 3-year period* shall be not 
less than $250.00.

• Each day a violation of this Ordinance continues to exist constitutes a 
separate violation.

(*Determined on the basis of the date of the violation(s).)



Some Observations\Misconceptions

• I just had my home\septic tank inspected why can’t I use that report?

• Conflict of interest between Haulers and Inspectors

• I cannot pick my own Inspector or Septage Hauler

• All old tanks will fail

• Can my inspector coordinate the Septage Hauler?

• An inspector on FaceBook\Social Media stated that the ordinance is TOT\POS

• Someone on FaceBook\Social Media said that this should have been voted on by residents

• The township is trying to get residents to sway to a “yes” petition for the sewer

• If I am in District A and have to replace my tank, I will then have to pay for another tank if the sewer goes in

• I will have to bury my new septic tank deeper if the sewer goes in 

• If I live in District A and my drain field fails, I will have to pay to have a new field installed

• Property owners with septic tanks shall clean out tanks when the total solid accumulation in the tank is between 30% to 
50% of the total capacity, or every five (5) years, whichever occurs first. The first clean out shall occur no later than five (5) 
years after the effective date of this Ordinance



Some Resources that May be able to Help

Commission on Aging - (989)-366-0205

Veteran Services - https://www.roscommoncounty.net/311/Veteran-Services

Salvation Army - (989) 202-4652

Red Cross - https://www.redcross.org/

Goodwill - https://goodwillintl.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/requests/new

Roscommon Community Foundation - (989) 275-3112

Michigan Saves | Clean Energy Financing | Nonprofit Green Bank - 

https://michigansaves.org/

https://www.roscommoncounty.net/311/Veteran-Services
https://www.redcross.org/
https://goodwillintl.zendesk.com/hc/en-us/requests/new
https://michigansaves.org/
https://michigansaves.org/


Next Septic Tank 
Inspector Training

• May 29th, 2024.

• 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

• Lyon Township Hall.

• The training is $170 per inspector.

If you are interested in taking the training, 
you can call the Central Michigan District 
Health Department @ 989-366-9166 ext. 3 to 
sign up. 



Where to get Information



Next - Short Term Rental 
Ordinance
Some topics being discussed

• Restrict the Number of STR in Lyon Township

• Regulations around the number of occupants

• Septic Tank regulations

• Annual Licenses

• Inspections



LYON TOWNSHIP
ROSCOMMON COUNTY, MICHIGAN

PRIVATE WASTEWATER SYSTEMS ORDINANCE
Ordinance No. 64

Thank you
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