
Albemarle Blvd over Little Creek Culvert Replacement Project Recap – October 2022 
 
Little Creek is a direct tributary to Higgins Lake, flowing into the lake just north from the mouth of Big Creek. 
Following the successful restoration of the Big Creek/Dewey Ave crossing in 2021, local partners and the 
Roscommon County Road Commission expressed interest in replacing the partially collapsed and undersized culver 
at Albemarle Blvd over Little Creek in 2022. This crossing is located near the mouth to Higgins Lake and was 
contributed road material (sand, gravel, and associated road pollutants) into the creek and Higgins Lake itself. This 
site was also a flood and washout risk with spring snowmelt flows. The undersized culvert impaired the ability of 
Lake Higgins fish to migrate upstream through the crossing to access approximately one mile of upstream habitat 
that could serve as refuge, spawning, and foraging habitat for various fish species. 

 

 

The Higgins Lake Property Owners Association brought this concern to Huron Pines in 2021. Given the merits of 
replacing the culvert with an appropriately sized and aligned structure and our experience working with partners 
across northern Michigan on similar restoration efforts, Huron Pines agreed to serve as the project manager and 
fiduciary. The initial $7,500 contribution by the Higgins Lake POA helped leverage $10,000 from Lyons Township, 
$7,500 from Higgins Lake Foundation, $5,000 from Higgins Lake Land Conservancy, and $4,000 from the Morley 
Foundation, as well as in-kind contribution of engineering and permitting expenses by the Roscommon County 
Road Commission. Lyons Township authorized the project, Michigan EGLE and Michigan DNR provided technical 
input, and Walters Family Foundation also supported the effort. This project would not have been possible without 
the support of all of the partners involved. The total cost of the project was approximately $35,000 ($25,000 in 
direct construction costs and $10,000 in project management and indirect expenses). The work was completed in 
late summer of 2022, providing a long-term improvement to this once problematic road crossing site.  

 

Pre-project conditions at Albemarle Blvd over Little Creek 
The old culvert was undersized and in poor condition (partially 
crushed and collapsed, rusted, and creating hydrology and fish 
passage problems. The inlet was often plugged with sediment.  


